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About the Arnold Air Society 
 

The Arnold Air Society (AAS) is a professional, honorary, service organization 

advocating the support of aerospace power.  It is professional because of the 

established intent of its members to become officers in the United States Air 

Force.  It strives to instill in its members an attitude of unselfish dedication to, 

and responsibility for, fulfillment of the missions of the Air Force and Arnold Air 

Society.  AAS is honorary because of the high standards required of all cadets 

earning membership.  Lastly, AAS is service-oriented because of the 

contributions and assistance provided to the community, the campus, and officer 

commissioning programs. 

 

All active members of AAS are cadets in either the Air Force Reserve Officer 

Training Corps (AFROTC) or the United States Air Force Academy 

(USAFA).  Membership does not come easily, though.  While pledging for AAS, 

cadets are referred to as “candidates.”  The candidates go through an intense 6-

to-12 week training program, followed by an extended training exercise lasting several hours or days, all in order to 

achieve membership within the Society.  Upon initiation, the candidates are ready to take on the responsibilities of 

active membership and give back to the community and the Society through selfless service. 

 

AAS is divided into 11 areas, as depicted on the 

map to the left.  Each area contains between 8 to 16 

squadrons, with each squadron being hosted by a 

local AFROTC detachment.  As of February 2018, 

it is estimated that of the 145 AFROTC detachments 

across the nation, 131 of them have a corresponding 

AAS squadron with an end strength of 

approximately 2,800 active members.  Squadrons 

are typically named after famous people and places; 

for example, our squadron is named after Lt 

William G. Farrow, a B-25 pilot who participated in 

the Doolittle Raid during WWII. 

 

The roots of AAS stem all the way back to post-WWII.  In 1947, at an AFROTC summer camp, a group of cadets 

from the University of Cincinnati discussed the possibility of an honorary society.  After taking their idea to 

members of their cadre, a committee of cadets was formed to write a constitution and to choose a name for their 

newly founded society.  The name they chose was the Arnold Society of Air Cadets, in honor of General Henry H. 

Arnold, the only five-star general in the entire history of the United States Air Force. 

   

The Society grew very quickly from its inception in the summer of 1947.  High morals, physical fitness, and positive 

mental attitude constituted its foundation.  These characteristics were the basis for the Society’s efforts to mold 

young cadets into future Air Force leaders.  Since it is the mission of AFROTC and USAFA to produce leaders, 

AAS enhances that mission by building these values into cadets early on, and ensuring that they maintain these 

standards.  

 

The United States Air Force officially recognized the Society in April 1948, and the Air Defense Command sent 

copies of the Society’s constitution to all colleges and universities throughout the nation in hopes of forming similar 

organizations.  Within the next year, twenty new squadrons were formed. 
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National Conclaves were one of the many new ideas that came about in the early 1950’s.  The first NATCON was 

held at the University of Cincinnati in 1950.  This conclave was convened to determine the policies for the 

Society.  Mrs. Eleanor Arnold was named the Honorary Sponsor, and General James Doolittle was chosen to be the 

Honorary Commander following the death of General Arnold in January 1950.  This same year, the organization 

became officially known by what it is today, the “Arnold Air Society.” 

 

AAS works in tandem with several organizations to achieve 

common goals and missions.  It is formally affiliated with the Air 

Force Association and has a sister organization called Silver Wings, 

formerly known as Angel Flight.  Individual squadrons within the 

Society also frequently create liaison relationships with 

organizations promoting aerospace power and national defense to 

include the Civil Air Patrol, the Boy Scouts of America, the Air 

Force Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps, and organizations 

centered on POW/MIA. 

 

The Society lives by a theme featured in a famous quote made by 

General Arnold:  

 

“It's got to be done and done quickly, so let's get it done.”   

 

All AAS members and associates share a common pride in General 

Henry “Hap” Arnold, the man who had the imagination to see 

success and the confidence to create it. 


